
 

Rubrics 
 

So what is a rubric anyways?  
 
When students are asked to perform a task in which they construct 
a response like write a paragraph, tell a story, solve a problem, 
create a map, interpret a graph, or make a presentation, they need 
criteria. 
 
Some criteria can be very simple, like checklists, or more complex 
to capture the range of quality in student work. Teachers will use a 
‘rubric’ for these more complex kinds of criteria.  
 
The purpose of the rubric is to communicate with the student the 
set of criteria for each scoring level. It helps to provide direction 
and clarity of what is expected so that every student can be 
successful. Rubrics are used from grades one through twelve, 
usually with a scoring system of 1 to 4, or 1 to 5.  
      

Suggestions for Supporting Your Child 
Please take the time to look at the rubrics your child’s teachers are 
providing and work with your child on using the rubric like a road 
map for understanding and achieving.  

 


