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Leadership students have planned a theme day 

for December ð ôTouch of Classõ 

 

Wear something ôfancyõ to school on the 

morning of Friday, December 23 rd  

 

 The 

eights 

eadlines 

 
December 2

nd
, 2011 

     Have you heard . . .  
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

H 

Kindergarten report cards 

are coming home on 

December 7 th  and 8 th .  

Grade 1 to 9 report cards 

will be in Friday envelopes 

on December 9 th .  
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ROM THE PRINCIPALôS DESK: 

 

 

I want to update parents on recent developments in two areas.  

 

Sturgeon School Division and Sturgeon Heights now have direction by way of Board Policy in terms of the 

process to enable our school to implement the desire of our community as it relates to opening exercises at our 

school. I will be proceeding with the implementation of the Boardôs policy according to those parameters. I 

have already heard from parents who would like to see the recitation of the Lordôs Prayer reinstated as part of 

our daily opening activities. There are a number of steps in the process leading up to the point where the Board 

will direct the school to act as per Policy, legislation and community input. 

 

The contractors have recently completed an additional vehicle access to the school with the addition of a 

laneway entering the grounds from Northridge Drive. This new access will be restricted to buses during school 

time. The purpose of this access point is to reduce congestion at peak times in the area immediately in front of 

the school. As soon as the signage is in place we will be opening this new lane to school buses which will enter 

the grounds from Northridge Drive (from the north) and exit past the gymnasium through the fire lane and out 

to Hogan Road via our old north exit. To reduce traffic flow issues, we will be reversing the automobile traffic 

so cars enter from the south approach and exit on the old north approach. There will be a day soon when we will 

implement this new traffic control system. The ultimate hope is to add up to 20 more parking spaces for visitor 

parking and designate a drop off and pick up zone for parents who are doing just that. Like any change, there 

will be some pain (road rage???) along the way, but we will work through it. As I write this, I cannot predict the 

day we will make the changeover, but am fairly confident it will occur before Christmas.  

 

I would like to thank the Board of Trustees on both of the above matters for working to meet the needs of our 

school community. 

 
Garnet Goertzen, Principal 

 

 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

F 

Roses, candlelight, spaghetti dinner ð all in the name 

of collecting jars! The students decided they were all 

very upper class people travelling on the Titanic!!  

Thanks to all the parents who organized and came in 

and cooked!   
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ROM THE VICE PRINC IPALôS DESK: 

 

 

The magazine Fundraiser has been a great success this year. Students worked hard and surpassed their 

goal by raising $30,150.00. As a prize for reaching their goal, students who sold five or more subscriptions were 

able to take part in throwing wet sponges at me on Halloween! Let me say it was one wet day, and thankfully 

there was no snow! As well, our top ten sellers in the school have been rewarded with a Limousine Lunch Party. 

Students were able to bring a friend, so twenty students enjoyed a limousine ride and free lunch at Boston 

Pizza! What a great way to wrap up a fantastic fundraiser. It was a great fundraiser for the school, and thank 

you to everyone for their support in meeting our goal.  

 

 A reminder to parents:  please be actively looking on Parent Portal for updates on your childôs progress 

in class. Teachers are working diligently to update their assessments on a consistent basis to ensure good 

communication with you. As report cards approach, you will notice that you may not be able to access the 

portal. This occurs so that we can finalize grades and print report cards, but will be active again once reports are 

out. Thank you for your understanding.   

 

 Winter season is upon us, which means the annual Sturgeon Heights Ski Trip. The date for both the 

Rabbit Hill and the Marmot Basin Ski Trip is March 9
th
, 2012. Students in elementary will be offered the Rabbit 

Hill Trip and junior high students have a choice of Marmot Basin or Rabbit Hill. Forms have gone home with 

students. The deadline for forms with deposit is December 8
th
, 2011, with the balance due on January 26, 2012. 

Please see the form for more details. Get forms in early to reserve your spot.  

 

 I hope everyone has a Merry Christmas and a Happy Holiday Season!  

 
Steven Langer, Vice Principal 

 

F 

You would never believe these lovely 

crafts began as spaghetti sauce jars 

and ended up being beautiful, colorful 

lanterns!  
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òTHE XYZ FILEó production put on by the Junior High Drama students was an exciting event for all who saw 

it!   Great job by all the performers ð and thanks to Mrs. Medisky, Ms. Johansson and Mrs. Holmes  

for planning!  
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ROM OUR TRUSTEE:  

 

The Board of Trustees has approved three policies that reflect our philosophy relating to religious activities, 

religious instruction and the saying of the Lordôs Prayer in our schools. The policies provide schools with the 

opportunity to consider and request the recitation of the Lordôs Prayer at the start of the school day and religious 

instruction at the end of the day. They do not direct that either of these options will occur. The Boardôs ongoing 

intention will be to be responsive to the needs of each individual school as requests come to the Board table. 

Thus, once a request comes from the school community or part of it, the Principal will prepare the information 

for the Board and the Board will make a final decision.  

Based on the law and the Alberta School Act, I believe these policies reflect values of diversity, tolerance, and 

acceptance that our school community value in our everyday life. These policies were not created without a lot 

of thought and debate at the Board table. We hope what has evolved from our discussions both at the Board 

table and the local school is not only an attitude of respect for those who wish to continue to participate in 

religious activities and prayer in the school but also for those who do not wish to participate and do other 

activities. The most important component of these policies is the ability of our school community to have a 

choice. I hope we will continue to celebrate the diversity of people and thought in our school and always be 

aware that we do not want to become a melting pot of ideas. Such an environment will only result in our 

childrenôs education being stagnated. Further,  it is my hope that teachers and parents alike will continue to 

advance these identified values enabling our children to become adults of the world. 

Christmas and holiday celebrations are well underway at Sturgeon Heights and I am looking forward to 

participating in the fun and excitement. 

Thank you for your continuing support. 

Wendy Miller, Trustee, Ward 7 

millerwa@shaw.ca 

780 973 3164 

OARD MEETINGS:  

 

 

 

As the Grades 1 ï 4 students of the Morinville Public Elementary School are using the Board Room and the 

Coronado Room, the meeting rooms at Central Office will not be available for the next while. The Board of 

Trustee Meetings have been moved to the Library at Sturgeon Composite High School. The dates/times of the 

meetings are as follows:  December 14th ï Committee of the Whole Meeting ï 6:00 p.m.   For the new year, 

January 11
th
 ï Committee of the Whole Meeting ï 6:00 p.m. / January 25

th
 ï Public Meeting ï 4:30 p.m. ï 

location for these two meetings to be determined.   

 

F 

B 

mailto:millerwa@shaw.ca
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Moustaches were EVERYWHERE on Movember Day! 
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TAFF MEETING:  

 

 

The regular monthly staff meeting for December will be held on Wednesday, December 14
th

, 2011.  Students 

will dismiss at Noon on this date.   

 

AGAZINE FUNDRAISER:  

 

 

As mentioned above, our magazine fundraiser was a huge success.  Students who sold five or more 

subscriptions were encouraged to throw wet sponges at Mr. Langer ï lots of fun!!   The Magazine Fundraiser 

sponge throw winners were:  Devin Baron, Riley Begert, Carter LaFramboise, Makayla Martineau, Carter Otto, 

Kaeden McIvor, Sydney Poulson, Daemon Barry, Kenzee Hope, Livia Siver, Tamara Deib, Josh Ethier, Jordyn 

Hill, Emmy Matlock, Kira Nilson, Bethany Short, Madelyn Radchenko, Emma Bazeley, Lucas Begert, Matthew 

Maurier, Brandon Soetaert, Brooklyn Gunderson, Carson Paquette, Colby Soetaert, Braden Yaceyko, Dylan 

Young, Jamie Brewer, Kennedy Nicholson, Kyra Podilsky, Usman Qureshi, Zach Roberts, Mason Runco, 

Madison Sybulka, Stephen Toner, Robyn Young, Brody Eggleton, Alex Jordan, Justin MacKenzie, Conner 

Forbirggh, Damon Shelemey, Brooklyn Thompson, Michael Van Oers, Brianna Belanger, Riley Brewer, Ben 

Kozma, Emma MacDonald, Madison McCoy, Tianna OôNeill, Cheyanne Soetaert, Ryan Young, Lauren 

Halldorson, Eli Kaup, Austin Mazzolini-Flynn, Jarren Poitras, Gerrit Tolsma, Tyler Young, Kristen Bleau, John 

Brouse, Devin Brown, Kaitlynn Dietzmann, Aaron Rabski and Karinne Terrault.   

 

 
Ready ð  

 

S 

M 
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Aim ð Fire!  

 

 
SPLAT!    (Good sport, Mr. Langer!)  
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The limousine lunch was exciting for the top ten sellers, and each one got to bring a friend:  John Brouse 

(Rayan Boras), Austin Mazzolini-Flynn (Keely Mazzolini-Flynn), Usman Qureshi (Dylan McCoy), Conner 

Forbirggh (Amanda Maurier), Brody Eggleton (Riley Buck), Brooklyn Gunderson (Destiny Gruben), Carson 

Paquette (Clayton Paquette), Kenzee Hope (Lucinda Cronshaw), Stephen Toner (Mason Runco) and Braden 

Yaceyko (Jimmy Hodgson). 

 

 

 
 

 

 

EACE POSTER: 

 

 

Grade 5 students in Mrs. Mediskyôs art class at Sturgeon Heights 

participated in the Morinville Lionsô International Peace Poster Contest for 2011 ï 

2012 and all did a great job of their posters.   The contest theme was ñChildren 

Know Peace.ò  Mr. Francis Fryters from the Morinville Legion presented monetary 

awards to three students in a brief ceremony at the school last week.  Congratulations to Ashley 

Foley, Jasmine Kieser and Courtney Penney!  Check out the posters in the showcase outside the office. 

P 
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